《Scofield Reference Notes – James》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of James 

WRITER: James (See Scofield "Matthew 4:21") , called "the Just" mentioned by Paul with Cephas and John as "pillars" in the church at Jerusalem Galatians 2:9 . He seems to have been, as a religious man, austere, legal, ceremonial Acts 21:18-24 . 

DATE: Tradition fixes the martyrdom of James in the year 62, but his Epistle shows no trace of the larger revelations concerning the church and the distinctive doctrines of grace made through the Apostle Paul, nor even of the discussion concerning the relation of Gentile converts to the law of Moses, which culminated in the first council (Ac 15.), over which James presided. This presumes the very early date of James, which may confidently be set down as "the first Epistle to Christians."--Weston. 

THEME: By "the twelve tribes scattered abroad" we are to understand, not Jews, but Christian Jews of the Dispersion. The church began with such Acts 2:5-11 and James, who seems not to have left Jerusalem, would feel a particular pastoral responsibility for these scattered sheep. They still resorted to the synagogues, or called their own assemblies by that name James 2:2, where "assembly" is "synagogue" in the Gr.). It appears from James 2:1-8 that they still held the synagogue courts for the trial of causes arising amongst themselves. The Epistle, then, is elementary in the extreme. To suppose that James 2:14-26 is a polemic against Paul's doctrine of justification is absurd. Neither Galatians nor Romans was yet written. 

James' theme, then, is "religion" (Gr., threskeia, "outward religious service") as the expression and proof of faith. He does not exalt works as against faith, but faith as producing works. His style is that of the Wisdom-books of the O.T. 

The divisions are five: 

1. The testing of faith1:1-2:26 

2. The reality of faith tested by the tongue, 3:1-18 

3. The rebuke of worldliness, 4:1-17 

4. The rich warned 

5. Hortatory 

01 Chapter 1 
1:4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 

perfect 

mature and complete. (See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

1:14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 

tempted 

"Temptation" is used in two senses: 

(1) Solicitation to evil (e.g. Genesis 3:1-6 ; Matthew 4:1 ; 1 Corinthians 10:13 ; 2 Corinthians 11:3 2 Corinthians 11:4 ; James 1:14 ). 

(2) Testing under trial (eg) Genesis 22:1 ; Luke 22:28 Cf Luke 4:2, Cf Matthew 6:13 (solicitation to evil) and 1 Peter 1:6 (testing under trial). 

1:15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 

sin Sin. 

(See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

gift 

Two words are used in the original for "gift," the first meaning the act of giving; the second, the thing given. 

1:20  For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 

righteousness 

(See Scofield "Romans 3:21") . 

1:21  Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 

save 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

1:26  If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain. 

religious 

(Greek - qrh'sko = outwardly religious). 

1:27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

world 

"kosmos" = world-system. James 4:4 ; John 7:7 (See Scofield "Revelation 13:8") 

02 Chapter 2 
2:1  My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. 

the Lord of glory the Glory, i.e. in the sense of Hebrews 1:3 as taking the place of the shekinah. 

with respect In the presence of Christ the Glory, earthly distinctions disappear. 

2:5  Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him? 

world 

kosmos = mankind. (See Scofield "Matthew 4:8") . 

2:9  But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. 

sin 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

2:11  For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law. 

transgressor 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

2:14  What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 

save 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") 

2:21  Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 

justified 

(See Scofield "Romans 4:2") . 

2:22  Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 

perfect 

(See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

2:23  And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 

imputation 

Imputation is the act of God whereby He accounts righteousness to the believer in Christ, who has borne the believer's sins in vindication of the law. 

(See Scofield "Philemon 1:18") . 

righteousness (See Scofield "Romans 3:21") . 

03 Chapter 3 
3:1  My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation. 

masters 

teachers, knowing that we shall have the more severe judgment. Cf. Mark 12:40 . 

3:2  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. 

perfect 

(See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

3:6  And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 

hell 

(See Scofield "Matthew 5:22") . 

3:18  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. 

righteousness 

(See Scofield "1 John 3:7") . 

04 Chapter 4 
4:4  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

world 

"kosmos" = world-system. 2 Peter 1:4 ; John 7:7 (See Scofield "Revelation 13:8") 

4:6  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 

grace 

Grace (imparted). 1 Peter 2:19 ; Romans 6:1 ; 2 Peter 3:18 

4:8  Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. 

sinners 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

4:12  There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another? 

save 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

4:17  Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 

sin 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

05 Chapter 5 

5:4  Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. 

the Lord of sabaoth 

i.e. Jehovah of hosts. 

5:16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

faults Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

righteous (See Scofield "Romans 10:10") . 

5:20  Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. 

sins 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

